!i:iS                      TKXT-KOOK   OF   PATHOUXJY
incrcwui of the sareolenuna, nuclei* No change of importance haw been found
in tho nervous Byntom. Tho disease is to bo regarded as the result of some
congenital defect in (.ho muscles, tliough the symptoms may not develop for a
considerable number of years after birth. Nothing definite, howovor, is known
with regard lo its true etiology. Sometimes myotoxiy is associated with atrophy
of parts of tho muscles, tho condition being then known as myotonia atrophica
My asthenia Gravis. This rare but very interesting affection is char-
acterised, as the name indicates, by marked nuiscular weakness, which in certain
muscles may amount to actual paralysis. This impairment of muscular power
oeexirs generally, but in especially marked in the muaclos of tho face. Muscular
contraction in found to be weak and of short duration when the muscles are
stimulated by tho galvanic or farad ic current. Thin is thought to bo due to
(ailuro of ju'otyl-cholino to activate tho inyoMournl junction, perhaps owing to
excessively rupid destruction by eholinosternsc. Accordingly tho use of prostig-
mino and other drugs which inhibit. eholinoKtoruso is beneficial, The affection
occurs in early adult life and is met with in, tho two sexes equally; there is no
evidence of its being horoditnry. With regard to the nervous system, no change
of importance in relation, to tho pathology of tho disease has boon discovered.
On the other hand, in the muscles distinct lesions have boon observed, though
they are not special to tho muscles but' form part of a general condition. In the
interstitial IIHHUO of the muscles, especially round the blood vessels, areas of
infiltrations of small colls are met with, these being chiefly lymphocytes and
plasma cells ; mich infiltrations are often spoken of as ' lymphorrliages.' The
muscle fibres in the vicinity usually appear healthy, though somo of them may
show Bignn of swelling and degeneration ; occasionally they are invaded by the
small colls. True muscular atrophy, however, is rare. Similar infiltrations have
been found in internal organs, for example, the liver and suprarenals. Hyper-
plusia, and sometimes actual tumour, of tho tbymua have been present in some
canes, and congestive enlargement of the parathyroids has been described. In
some instances tho myaslhenia has boon aBwociated with exophthalmic goitre.
Tho nature of tho disease is stall obscure, but the facts indicate that it may be
duo to some disturbance of the endocrine glands. And tho fact that the con-
dition han boon repeatedly found to improve during pregnancy ia suggestive
in thin connection. Surgical removal of the thymuH greatly improves many
caHos% oven when a. tumour of tho organ is til wont (Koynos) and there may be
no demonstrable lesion.